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ambassadorship in Rome/' he said, " for two reasons: first
because I suffered badly from malaria, and, second, because I
would not work with Billow. Of course his gifts are as great
as his character is equivocal. There is nothing German in his
methods. He's more like a Renaissance Italian. He is crafty,
and intent solely on the attainment of his own ambitions—an
intriguer to the core. He would tolerate only mediocre men
around him; men of mark he thrust aside. He treated Prince
Eulenburg, once his friend, very badly. At the time of the
Morocco crisis, Eulenburg had already been relieved by the
Emperor of his ambassadorship in Vienna, but was still
meeting his master, whom he advised to make terms with
France and get rid of the Chancellor. Billow heard of this
and determined to avenge himself. It was Billow who had all
the damning evidence regarding Eulenburg placed in Harden's
hands. Of course it was done skilfully., through the agency
of his instrument Geheimrat Hammann at the Foreign Office.
He selected the moment most favourable to himself for the
destruction of Eulenburg, about whose perversities he had
maintained silence as long as it suited him to do so. Yet he
had long known that the Vienna police were keeping an eye
on him.
Bulow deliberately put men in positions to which they were
not suited in order to ruin them. He sent Tschirschky as
Ambassador to Vienna in the hope that he would prove
impossible there on account of his wife, who was a Viennese
unacceptable to the aristocratic circles because she came of an
industrialist family. His treatment of Prince Radolin was
monstrous: he encouraged the editor of a great French news-
paper to attack him. The latter had, however, not only
refused to do this himself but had pointed out to other papers
how unchivakous it would be to overthrow an ambassador
so popular in Paris on the strength of insinuations emanating
from the WilMmstrasse. Billow also kept Kiderlen-
Wachter away from Berlin, regarding him as too competent
and independent, and did not call upon him until neither he
nor anyone else at the Foreign Office knew what to do
next."
Biilow had no idea of economics or finance. Years before
Count Monts had said to him: " The most important thing

